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Mr J Smith

6 Tunneys Lane

Ditchingham

Bungay

Suffolk NR35 2RQ

6 December 2005

Our Ref: SJW/LAC

Re: Ditchingham Quarry, Norfolk

Dear Mr Smith,

| and my colleagues in the Group thank you for your recent letter and copy
correspondence which identifies local community concerns.

All Lafarge companies operate within a Corporate framework, requiring high
environmental standards and operating practices. | trust that you appreciate our local
companies are far better placed to understand the environmental and economic
arguments and local issues of their own country. Lafarge Aggregates provides raw
materials to the construction industry which is vital to the health and well-being of the
local and national economy. Minerals can only be worked where they occur naturally
and the Group fully recognises the importance of design, efficient operating and high
quality restoration as a way of minimising the impact of activities and enhancing the
environment through restoration. High operating standards and restoration you
kindly acknowledge at our Whitlingham Quarry.

The planning process in the U.K. is one of the most sophisticated in the world
and requires a detailed Environmental Impact Assessment covering areas such as
ecology, archaeology, landscape, visual impact and traffic, all of which you mention
in your letter. | appreciate all the points you make and am confident that the well
respected -and established Lafarge external technical team in conjunction with the
U.K. planning process will reconcile all interests; the need for the natural resources,
concerns of the local people and protection of the environment.
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