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PROTEST: Villagers fear noise from extraction |

Viscount in
row over

gravel pl

One of the region's senior
aristoerats iz at the cenire of &
row overa proposed gravel pit
on his land.

Residents of villages near
Barl Ferrers’ Ditchingham
Hall estate in South Norfolk
have banded together to fight
plans fo turn a7 hectares of
parkland into a l6m-deep
gravel and sand exiraction pit.

The master of Ditchingham
Hall, near Bungay, is not
hehind the move himself.

When asked by the EDE if
he would comment on local
dizguiet over the project, he
sabd he was not involved.

“I'm not the man yvou need
fior this

“¥ou want to speak to my
son, Vispount Tamworth,
about it," he said

But the heir to the estale
wotlld say only that he had “no
comment to make®.

Aggregales firm Lafarge has
filed its planning application
with Nerfolk County Cowrneil,
hut-a pressure group has been
sef up and appointed transport
and environment experts fo
fight the plan.

i

More than 160 residents,
including metnbers of
Enraged (MNorfolk Residents
Against Gravel Extraction
Ditchingham), held a protesi
meeting at the village hall in
neighbouring  Broome on
Wednesday night.

Pepple from Ditchingham
and nejghbouring villages are
voicing concerns about noise
and safetv, with dozens more
cars and lorries expected to go
i and out of the site

And Murther concerns have
been raised about the pit being
near a Site of Special Scientific
Interest at Tindall Wood and
alse deslroying an ancient
hedgerew and oak froee.

The proposed pit, off
Morwich Road, would produce
more than a million tons of
sand and gravel, thaugh work
on the scheme will not begin
wntil 2007, even i permission
is gpranted.

In the meantime Lafarge has
hegun masking the site hy
planting more than 2000 trees
along the eastern boundary,

Jonathan Chadd, who lives
at  Ditchingnany, said he
hoped the site, sandwiched
between the Broads National

BPark and Grade [Tlisted |
parkland, would never be
developad

“There are many other

pxisting gravel quarries in
the area serving the same
market, which have adequate
mineral reserves and plans
for extended extraction,” he
Sadd.

"This calls into guestion the
need for an additional new
quarry such as this™

Julisn Green, chairman of
Enraged, said: “The Lafarpe
proposals will result in an
additional Tk} HGV
movements sach day, with an
eztimated further 40
MOVements from other
commercial traffie, including

bunilders” viehicles with
trailers.”

The proup has  also |
crmtacted i range of |
enviranmental Eroups,

ineluding English: Nature and
the Morfolk Wildlife Trust, in
sedrch of support

Scrap metal yard plan rejected

A proposal to rejig 4 scrap
metal store thal has twice
heen hit by fire was rejected
yesterday

Norfolk County  Council's
planning commities lurned
dowen an application to change

the lavout of the S0C Atlas
Works -at  Lenwude, near
Reepham,

Opervators Easco wanted 1o
change the layvout of the
recycling centre to improve
safoty and separate stockpiles.

After hearing from an officer
firom the Noriolk Fire Seevice,
councillors rejected the plans.

Coufrcillors Previonsly
refused an  application fto
retain a fragmentiser and
extend operating hours.
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